Social Work in a Cross-national Context
Sheffield September 19th 2006
INFORMATION ABOUT THE WORKSHOPS 

1
Tartu University, Estonia:  'Taking international social work into the local 
curriculum' Katri Siemer mental health social worker and Reeli Sirotkina tutor.
2
Lund University, Sweden: ' What is empowering and disempowering when 
working with 
asylum seekers: a case study'.  


Jan Gassne tutor and Ingegerd Hansson practice teacher 

3 
Utrecht Hogeschool, Netherlands and Vilnius University, Lithuania:  
'Commonalities/differences in international social work; a case study'
 

Peter Hendricks, Vida Jakutiene and Astrid van Wissing student. 
4
Utrecht  Hogeschool, Netherlands and Vilnius University, Lithuania:: ' How to 
facilitate cross cultural learning' Raymond Kloppenburg,  Violeta 
Gevorgianiene and Diny Hof 
student.

5
Oslo University College, Norway: 'Learning about intercultural 
communication from the Norwegian programme'.  Brit Garnaas and 
Eva.berthling-Herberg tutors

6
'Transferring learning to the UK from international placements: practice 
teacher and student collaboration'.

Lynn Waterhouse practice teacher, Sheffield, Jane Warren and Sandra Finley ex-
Sheffield Hallam students.

7
Sheffield Hallam University, UK.:  Applying Learning from the Module to 
Practice: how can students best achieve learning in practice settings?'. 
Professor Mark Doel. 

8
Northern Refugee Centre, Sheffield: 'What I need to know when working with 
asylum seekers and refugees' Helen Todd, Houadjotany Ouattara Mousse and 
Yasmin Mohamed, and Karen Vitler. Sheffield Hallam University.
Workshop 1

'Taking international social work into the local curriculum.' Tartu University. 
The East European countries became partners to the “old European Union countries”— social workers are ready for reciprocal exchanges between social workers in different parts of the world.

Are education and social work business areas?
We are very much market oriented  -- offering lectures on the bases of demand. What about international social work practice or theory course? Is it popular and why? 

In his article about dilemmas of international social work Grey (2005) wants to have a debate -- is the social work something diffuse or very concrete with theories, values, ethics and practice. 

Due to globalization, increasing numbers of social work education programs are sending students on international field placements. Adequate supervision and support of these students are challenging. (Panos, 2005). We will discuss these with you in relation to education and practice in Estonia  
Workshop 2
' What is empowering and disempowering when working with asylum seekers: a case study.' Lund University' 
The workshop will be about the 4th learning outcome in the module: The aim is focused on how to engage with the theory, values and skills of empowering practice with marginalised groups in an international context

We will first briefly present some of the theory and ideas behind empowerment and the learning material that we have produced. 

The key issues: 

· How do we define empowerment 

· how can we help students learn about the opportunities as well as the limitations that empowerment work means? 

As a participant you will then be introduced to a case study, 19 year old “Asha” from Somalia who are asylum seeker in Sweden. “She” will present her situation and you will in a role-play have the opportunity to find out what could be empowering versus disempowering in her situation.
Workshop 3
'Commonalities/differences in international social work; a case study.' Utrecht  Hogeschool and Vilnius University

Key-issues

-Do we share common methods/theories in international social work

-What do we need to analyze an international case study?

-Is a Dutch case study specifically Dutch or could this basically happen anywhere?

-The effects of an international case study

Workshop 4
' How to facilitate cross cultural learning.' Utrecht  Hogeschool and Vilnius University
Key-issues

-Can students/professionals learn from international exchange of social work practice

-How can we facilitate the learning process

-Opportunities and pitfalls

-The importance of language and communication

-Digital programs, long distance learning

Workshop 5
'Learning about intercultural communication from the Norwegian programme.' Oslo University College.
The questions we attempted to answer were: how can we teach inter-cultural communication and how will our educational programme inspire students to engage in skill-development learning processes that will be able to promote inter-cultural communication?
This workshop will explain what we were teaching and why and how this fitted with our other inputs about communication. Inter-cultural communication was taught just before students left for their international placements.

Workshop 6
'Transferring learning to the UK from international placements: practice teacher and student collaboration.' Sheffield practice teacher and ex-students.
This workshop will discuss and explain the experience of collaboration between student and practice teacher so that the learning in international placements could be best used in the home placement. There will be reflection on the learning provided by international placements from students and the practice assessor. 
Workshop 7
 Applying Learning from the Module to Practice: how can students best achieve learning in practice settings? Sheffield Hallam University.
This workshop will consider how students might achieve the learning outcomes from the International Social Work module whilst they are in practice placements.  What can practice teachers (student supervisors) do to help students to learn about this area of practice, and how might they begin to assess it?  The workshop will make some specific exercises and activities available, and workshop members will have the opportunity to try one of these to see how it might be adapted for use in different settings and different countries.
Workshop 8
'What I need to know when working with asylum seekers and refugees' Northern Refugee Centre and Sheffield Hallam University.
This workshop will discuss the barriers faced by asylum seekers and refuges and provide information about the experience of migration. The workshop will consider and discuss   the process of migration from the asylum seeker's perspective: the expectations they arrive with and whether these are met; the impact of arrival; the effects of their experiences upon their behaviour and the barriers to accessing services. These issues will then be discussed in relation to social work education.  
